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                                            . . .and we are off  to a busy 
and fun start  with Peace Camp. I t  is  a f i rst  for  many 
including Teresa Young, HCC’s Director of  Col lege and 
Career Access.
Peace Camp is  the wel l - loved,  t radi t ional  end to  Sin Fronteras’  (HCC’s 
youth group)  annual  act ivi t ies .  As a  new staff  member and f i rs t  t ime 
at tendee,  I  wasn’t  qui te  sure  what  to  expect ,  but  I  knew I  wouldn’t  be 
bored.   Over  two-thirds  of  this  year ’s  campers  were at tending for  the f i rs t  
t ime as  wel l !  We headed to  Gainesvi l le  area on Friday,  June 5th with craf t  

suppl ies ,  a i r  mat t resses ,  c lothes ,  and lots  of  food.  As a  resul t  of  a  generous 
donat ion,  we made this  t r ip  in  a  charter bus  ( ra ther  than several  vans packed to  the gi l ls) ,  
another  exci t ing f i rs t .  

Peace Camp 2015 explored the theme “Memories ,”  and in  their  f i rs t  days of  camp,  s tudents  
creat ively expressed themselves  in  Mason jars  and col lage craf ts ,  journal ing,  and int imate  
dialogue with their  peers .  

Sunday was another  exci t ing f i rs t  for  Peace Camp: a  group of  parents ,  Community Advisory 
Commit tee  members  and s taff  vis i ted for  a  special  ref lect ion act ivi ty.  In  a  moment  of  grace,  
several  s tudents  shared “what  I  want  my parents  to  know,” while  parents  echoed s imilar  
sent iments  to  the teens in  the room.             continued on next page            

It’s Summer at Hope
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   In June members of Hope’s staff, Board of Directors, and folks representing the local community and community 
partners gathered for the second of three two-day strategic planning sessions.  Based on an initial assessment of 
external and internal contexts, the resulting Strategic Plan will identify priority work goals and strategies for Hope to 
implement in the next five years.  

   Leading us in this process are Isabel Vinent and Reca Fernandez of Popular Education Consultants Inc. 
(www.poplareducationconsultants.com).  Skilled facilitators and experienced practitioners in popular education 
methodology and participatory action research, they specialize in empowering grassroots organizations like Hope to 
engage with their communities in ways that are critical and transformative.  In this second planning session we 
wrestled with connecting Hope’s services and advocacy efforts with our mission of empowerment and structural 
change.

 continued from front page . . .

   An afternoon of hilarious relay 
races and games was also shared 
before we said adios to our 
visitors. 

   A final first for this trip was a 
Monday trip to the beach (not just 
the local pool!) in St. Augustine. 
Sadly, Peace Camp had to end but  
all enjoyed the infamous Talent 
Show tradition. I am thankful to    

have spent these “firsts” at Peace 
Camp with our Sin Fronteras students and have been witness to their transformational moments of self reflection 
and relationship building with others. 

 Peace Camp 2015: A Trip of “Firsts”

Let the games begin!Wheelbarrow races!

Strategic  P lanning Process Cont inues 
Through the  Summer  a t  HCC
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Citizens Proclaim For the First Time
 “Now I Can Vote!”

WELCOME 
NEW 

CITIZENS!
MARIELA DELGADO

NADHAW ABDEL HALIM

LOURDES HILDALGO

GRACIELITA MANGUILLO DE 

SEPULVEDA

CLAUDIA REVOLLO

AUGUSTINA ROMERO 

MYRNA SNIDER

DELARAM TAVAKOLI

YASMIRA VELASQUEZ

More Firsts for Hope! 
$50,000 granted to Hope for 
Immigration Work!

Merck Matches Pat and Marshall Barry 
Scholarship Fund Bringing Total to 
$24,000.

Do you know a permanent resident who could qualify for U.S. citizenship?  
Please call 407-880-4673 ext. 240 for more information. 

Claudia Revollo and Lorena Tovar, 
Citizenship Coordinator.

Immigration Team: Lynn Devanie, 

Lorena Tovar, John Parrell, Chris Furino,  

Elizabeth Riebel, and Ely Castillo. 

Centered is staff member and new 

citizen, Mariela Delgado.

Sr. Ann Congratulates 
Myrna Snider!



   I had the privilege, along with 
26 co-workers and friends, to be 
present for the beatification of 
Archbishop Oscar Romero. This 

celebration took place in the nation of El Salvador, 
where the Archbishop was born and lived his life and 
witness. During a time of unspeakable violence in the 
late 1970 and 80s – 
violence perpetrated by 
the Salvadoran 
government, a 
government and 
violence supported by 
U.S. tax dollars – 
Archbishop Romero 
became an outspoken 
defender of those being 
victimized and killed, 
average citizens and 
especially the poor. 
Like Jesus, and like 
prophets of all ages, 
because of his clear 
message challenging 
the powers of his time, 
on March 24, 1980 he was shot and killed while 
celebrating Mass.
   His critics accused him of  being a subversive or a 
communist but the words he spoke were from the Bible: 
“do not kill,” “love your neighbor,” “do justice.” And 
those who knew him personally will tell you even today 
that those are the words he lived by.  He was also known 
to be a man of prayer. In one of his last homilies he 
spoke directly to the military: “In the name of God, I ask 
you, I implore you, I command you – stop the 
repression!” Having received numerous death threats, 
on one occasion he reflected: “Si me matan, resucitaré 
en el pueblo salvadoreño.” “If they kill me, I will rise 
again in the Salvadoran people.” And the command was 

given, a sharp-shooter was sent, and he was killed with a 
single bullet to the heart.
   Now, 35 years after his death, he has been named “a 
martyr killed in odium fidei”(because of hatred of the 
faith) and Pope Francis has proclaimed his beatification, 
the final step before becoming a saint. And so it was for 
the celebration of this historic moment that our group 
decided to go to El Salvador. 
   We visited the cathedral where the Archbishop 
celebrated Mass and where his crypt is located today. 
We also visited the University of Central America, 
where in 1989 six Jesuit priests, their housekeeper and 
her daughter were massacred by members of the 
Salvadoran military. These places would carry with 
them the weight, pain and visual horror of the deaths. 
They would be a reminder of the more than 75,000 
Salvadorans murdered and disappeared during this time 
of violence.

   
However, what we experienced in El Salvador was 
less about death, and more about LIFE – 
Resurrection Life! Members of San Antonio de 
Soyapango, the parish that hosted us, and the families 
who received us were exuberant in their welcome and 
gracious hospitality. And folks we met everywhere were 
overflowing with gratitude.          continued on next page
	
 	
                           

Hope Team Travels to El Salvador
 “Si Me Matan . . .” ~~ “If They Kill Me . . .”

In my recent pilgrimage to the country of El Salvador, I witnessed and
 personally experienced the mystery in these words.  In the face of the violence and injustice 

of this world, hope stands defiant.  Life overcomes death!

Memorial Wall honoring 75,000 killed

by David Crump

Image of Bishop Romero.  
A musician sang songs 
honoring Romero’s legacy.



People would come up to us on the street to express how 
moved they were that we had come such a distance to 
honor their hero. They seemed almost surprised to learn 
that the life and testimony of their Salvadoran 
Archbishop had reached so far. 

   
Officially, we were there to celebrate the beatification of 
a martyr. But the message everywhere was that 
Monseñor Romero is not dead. At every turn one was 
reminded of the Archbishop's famous words: “If they 
kill me, I will rise again in the Salvadoran people.” And 
it was clearly evident that he lives on. Through the years 
of war that followed his death, his message and spirit 
were nevertheless kept alive within and among the 
people. In the words of his homilies, copies of which he 
left in the parishes where he preached, his call to live the 
Gospel, to follow Jesus, “the only true leader,” lived on. 
Those who fled El Salvador for their own safety during 
the war recounted and kept alive in other places – in 
communities here in the United States — their personal 
memories of the gentle, caring and fearless truth-telling 
of their Salvadoran Archbishop.

Leading up to the day of beatification, t-shirts, posters 
and road-side signs proclaimed the deep mystery and 
witness: “Romero Vive!” (Romero Lives!).
   Being in El Salvador, we witnessed and personally 
experienced the mystery in these words! Standing in 
stark, stubborn defiance to the gruesome violence of the 
war years and 
challenging 
the gang 
violence of 
present day, 
the 
Salvadoran 
people we 
met expressed 
a sense of 
hope and life 
that gets under 
the skin, that tests the boundaries of the rational. It is not 
a naive or reality-denying kind of hope.  Almost 
everyone in this country has lost someone in the war or 
in the current violence. At the same time though there is 
also an honest hope and a gutsy, rooted belief that the 
Divine has touched this land. As one theologian put it: 
“With Monseñor Romero, God has passed through El 
Salvador” (Ignacio Ellacuria).
   It is to this Mystery that we attempt to bear witness. 
Revisiting the story of Bishop Romero, sensing the real 
presence of his spirit in places where he lived and died, 
and being with the Salvadoran people, we met God! We 
met once again the God of the Jewish Prophets and the 
God of Jesus, whose call is to the radical challenge of 
siding with the poor, with victims, with the powerless 
and the marginalized. It is a call to envision and engage 
in concrete strategies for creating a new world 
characterized by justice which leads to peace, that 
promotes equality among all people, that ensures a 
healthy abundant life for every person, and that supports 
the long-term 
viability of 
this Earth that 
we share with 
all other 
species.

Host family with Bob McIntosh

Sr. Gail and Maggie and John Woods 
joined by hosts.

Hope team with Salvadoran team

Beauty of El Salvador



Hope Celebrates Graduates 

Juan Carlos Morales, Valeria Fernandez, and 
Fernando Santana received the Sin 
Fronteras Overcoming Borders Award. 
Recipients shown here hold their award 
which says, Sin Fronteras Overcoming 
Borders Award, given in recognition of his/her 
courage to keep standing tall when others 
remain seated.

Graduate Yells “Yea!” as he enters Hope.

Nery Etienne shows off 
Global Citizen Award 
given in recognition of his 
openness to other 
cultures, languages and 
experiences and his 
willingness to learn new 
things and to take the risk 
to change.                                     



Rollins’ New Partnership Results in 
Three Scholarships for Hope

Hope distributed $42,000 
in scholarship money to 
28  deserving youth. Each 
applicant had to meet 
rigorous criteria including 
writing an essay and 
interviewing with board 
members. We are so 
proud of you!

In April, David Crump and Teresa Young signed a partnering agreement 
supporting HCC’s college students’ education with Rollins' Carol Bresnahan, 
Vice President & Provost, and David Richard, Dean of the Hamilton Holt 
School. Carlos Sanchez and Astrid Rodriguez are the recipients of Rollins’ 
Hamilton Holt School’s Hope Scholarship Awards.  A third Hope student, 
Sarah Rivera, recently received the Dean’s Scholarship for Leadership in the 
Hispanic Community. These three awards represent a commitment of over 
$25,000 per year.

Alexis Lopez, Desire Lopez, Arianna Moreno, and Fernando Santana
proudly accept Nan Freeman Fellowship Awards

Donors Make It Happen! 
Hope Scholars say, “Thank You!” 

  We are very impressed with Hope students and look 
forward to sharing this part of their educational 
journey.   
	 	 	 	 Assistant Dean, ashHamilton Holt School, Sharon Lusk

	  	  	  	  	  	  It is simply a joyful moment to be walking with 
Astrid toward this moment and place that she has 
dreamed of for so long.  
      Director of College and Career  Access, Teresa Young

Carlos Sanchez

Astrid Rodriguez



                                         or current resident

Hope CommUnity Center is a service learning community dedicated to the empowerment of 
Central Florida’s immigrant and working poor communities through education, advocacy and spiritual growth. 

1016 N. Park Ave., Apopka, FL 32712

2015 Theme: Blessed Are the Peacemakers
   David Crump, Stailey Styles, Elizabeth Garcia, Mariela Delgado and Teresa Young have been selected to present a 
workshop at the Wild Goose Festival in Hot Springs, North Carolina. This year’s festival will feature an exciting 
opportunity to “forge peace.” A wide range of topics and workshops will be focused on worship, art, music, and 
justice inspiring attendees to bring peace to the world. 
   According to their website, the Wild Goose community strives for high standards of mutual respect, non-
hierarchical leadership, and participative planning. Wild Goose provides space for courageous, imaginative, and 
participative social justice work, creative expression, spiritual practice, and astonishing music. 
Besides presenting at the festival, our team hopes to learn from other partnering organizations with similar missions. 
Hope is happy to be participating for the first time in this annual event.

Disney Delivers! Students in Citizenship class were overjoyed with 
conference chairs donated to Hope by Disney!

Thank You!


